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Internal Revenue Service, Treasury § 1.165–11 

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11402, Nov. 26, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6712, 29 FR 3652, Mar. 24, 
1964] 

§ 1.165–10 Wagering losses. 

Losses sustained during the taxable 
year on wagering transactions shall be 
allowed as a deduction but only to the 
extent of the gains during the taxable 
year from such transactions. In the 
case of a husband and wife making a 
joint return for the taxable year, the 
combined losses of the spouses from 
wagering transactions shall be allowed 
to the extent of the combined gains of 
the spouses from wagering trans-
actions. 

§ 1.165–11 Election in respect of losses 
attributable to a disaster. 

(a) In general. Section 165(h) provides 
that a taxpayer who has sustained a 
disaster loss which is allowable as a de-
duction under section 165(a) may, 
under certain circumstances, elect to 
deduct such loss for the taxable year 
immediately preceding the taxable 
year in which the disaster actually oc-
curred. 

(b) Loss subject to election. The elec-
tion provided by section 165(h) and 
paragraph (a) of this section applies 
only to a loss: 

(1) Arising from a disaster resulting 
in a determination referred to in sub-
paragraph (2) of this paragraph and oc-
curring— 

(i) After December 31, 1971, or 
(ii) After December 31, 1961, and be-

fore January 1, 1972, and during the pe-
riod following the close of a particular 
taxable year of the taxpayer and on or 
before the due date for filing the in-
come tax return for that taxable year 
(determined without regard to any ex-
tension of time granted the taxpayer 
for filing such return); 

(2) Occurring in an area subsequently 
determined by the President of the 
United States to warrant assistance by 
the Federal Government under the Dis-
aster Relief Act of 1974; and 

(3) Constituting a loss otherwise al-
lowable as a deduction for the year in 
which the loss occurred under section 
165(a) and the provisions of §§ 1.165–1 
through 1.165–10 which are applicable 
to such losses. 

(c) Amount of loss to which election ap-
plies. The amount of the loss to which 
section 165(h) and this section apply 
shall be the amount of the loss sus-
tained during the period specified in 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section com-
puted in accordance with the provi-
sions of section 165 and those provi-
sions of §§ 1.165–1 through 1.165–10 which 
are applicable to such losses. However, 
for purposes of making such computa-
tion, the period specified in paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section shall be deemed to 
be a taxable year. 

(d) Scope and effect of election. An 
election made pursuant to section 
165(h) and this section in respect of a 
loss arising from a particular disaster 
shall apply to the entire loss sustained 
by the taxpayer from such disaster dur-
ing the period specified in paragraph 
(b)(1) of this section in the area speci-
fied in paragraph (b)(2) of this section. 
If such an election is made, the dis-
aster to which the election relates will 
be deemed to have occurred in the tax-
able year immediately preceding the 
taxable year in which the disaster ac-
tually occurred, and the loss to which 
the election applies will be deemed to 
have been sustained in such preceding 
taxable year. 

(e) Time and manner of making elec-
tion. An election to claim a deduction 
with respect to a disaster loss de-
scribed in paragraph (b) of this section 
for the taxable year immediately pre-
ceding the taxable year in which the 
disaster actually occurred must be 
made by filing a return, an amended re-
turn, or a claim for refund clearly 
showing that the election provided by 
section 165(h) has been made. In gen-
eral, the return or claim should specify 
the date or dates of the disaster which 
gave rise to the loss, and the city, 
town, county, and State in which the 
property which was damaged or de-
stroyed was located at the time of the 
disaster. An election in respect of a 
loss arising from a particular disaster 
occurring after December 31, 1971, must 
be made on or before the later of (1) the 
due date for filing the income tax re-
turn (determined without regard to 
any extension of time granted the tax-
payer for filing such return) for the 
taxable year in which the disaster ac-
tually occurred, or (2) the due date of 
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